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THE SCHOOLHOUSE

Ok make the schoolhouse beautiful
By hill and plain and sea

Delight within and bloom without
Picture and flower and tree

For tile boys and girls while life shal
last

their steps may fare
Will remember the lovely joyous place

Or the house forlorn and bare

And lore they gained and the
heard
patriot songs they sang

Will be treasured still if the spot was
dear

In the days when life was young

Let the guelderroso and the lilac bloom
In welcome by the door

And the turf be green thetmths between
And above the bright flag soar

Andplant the elm for its regal shade
Andfthe pine for its boughs of balm

Magnolia with its lustrous leaves
jasmine by the palm

For tree and flower anti pleasant song
Andjthe tale by the pictures told

Will help full many a youthful heart
To turn lifes gray to gold

Then make the schoolhouse beautiful
By hill and plain and sea

For the school is shaping year by year
The nation yet to be
Edna Dean Proctor in Youths Com
panlon

The Hermit
A Story of the Wilderness

By CHARLES CLARK MUNN

Author of Pocket Island Uncle Terry
and Rockhaven
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K CHAPTER XX
FACE THE AVENGER

Nezer was not a bad boy at heart
To him Aunt Comfort was a rotund
embodiment of all that was good and
motherly in womankind For her
if within would run his legs
off and Angle was his idea of what
angels were He hated his best clothes
and churchgoing equally minded
Angle at school with humility
learned his lessons with surprising
easeand perpetrated the worst tricks
with an innocent manner that disarmed
punishment He was the terror of
the village when fruits were ripe
made the life of Hans a burden and
when out of Aunt Comforts sight al
Ways up to some new mischief aimed at
him He had fed that phlegmatic

red pepper deftly hid in pie
coaxed him to take a noonday nap

on a red anthill and then when
he asleep stirred up those vicious
Insects he had caught an eel on a set
pole and lowered it writhing on the
hook down inside Hans shirt when
again napping and finally put an active
snapping turtle in his bed

He did all these things out of pure
mischief but against David Curtis he
bore a grudge It dated from that un
happy epoch ending in a breadand
water diet and Nezer missed no chance
to get square with David In fact get
ting square with those who injured him
was a cardinal point in the boys na
ture Another thing he was close
mouthed and secretly not only plotted
and planned but afterwards enjoyed
his revenges How much fruit he
stole from Davids orchard how often
he let bars down and cows into corn

how much garden sass he ma
liciously destroyed In midnight raids
no one but himself knew and he never
told For years he waged a guerilla
warfare alone on David and then one
day sharp and perhaps deserved pun
ishment overtook him There was a
secluded pool in the upper Mizzy
meadow owned by his enemy and here
Nezer and his mates were wont to come
many time each summer to enjoy a
swim To reach it they had to cross
Davids best meadow trampling the
grass and quite destroying it about
the pool It angered David to whom
loss of even grass was misery and
whenever he caught them there retri
bution with an oxgoad followed They

under cover of night however
and boy would take turn as sen
tinerand David still suffered He grew
desperate finally and as a last resort
drove takes along each bank of the
pool and then strung a network of
barbed wire across under water It was
a merciless and altogether heartless
trap and fate decreed one evening
Nezershould be the first and only one
to leap into it How he suffered pierced

dozen places and terribly
scratched how his agonized screams

joy to David how Nezer
dripping blood ran after the rest of
the boys and halted not until they
reached safety and a chance to dress
outside Davids possessions need
be enlarged upon

Nezer had mildly hated David be
now it was changed to murderous

Intensity and his only ambition was
to seek He took none of the
boys into his confidence but true to
the thiefs caution inherited from hIs
father resolved to act alone

And now white David was in sore
distress over Martin Frisbies probable
legal assault and a growing dread of
ghostly yisitation there occurred a
erie of events well calculated to drive

a superstitious man insane The first
was to find that every tool in the saw
mill had vanished crowbars cant
looks extra saws hammers chains
were all missing in the morning A
new supply was obtained and a few
days later David was awakened at
midnight to hear the mill going and

ahowerof sparks trying from the saw
playing up and down against a crow
bar wedged in th log cradle Later
the trUtmill never locked was
its yV ghostly iill ai bags of
graia poured laM ik raceway belts
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cut and as a final message the gates
raised millstones found rumbling
at early dawn H was no ghst of
course even to the superstitious mind
of David but an of the most
malicious sort and yet the property
loss produced almost as much suffering
as an actual spook David locked and
barred the uvU doors after this only
to find it useless for about once a week
the mill was visited by this unrighteous
enemy and damage inflicted Then
he rigged a cordon of fine wire around
the gristmill attachei to doors and
connecting with his house so that any
disturbance would communicate and
ring a bell It worked to the
of causing David and his men to rush
to the mill with lanterns to find the
belts again cut and the stones grind
ing away but no sight or sound of an
intruder Then other depredationsvfol
lowed A dog that had been secured
as guard was dead the next
morning and swollen double from poK
son a small raft of logs above the
falls were cut loose and allowed to
drift over and land in inextricable
confusion below stones took on a
habit of entering the house unbidden
through windowsand at odd intervals
other night mischief was perpetrated
Then the two men who boarded with
David grew nervous and the old ne
gress said I clare to gracious dese
premises is gittin hanted n if it doan
stop Ill quit here suah s yo born
She was only restrained by an increase
in her wages painful to David and a
temporary lull in the midnight visits

Nezer in addition to his mischief
inventing faculties also dearly loved
to masquerade He had become the
possessor of a few dime novels one of
which portrayed on the cover a real
istic picture of Scar Face the

and to imitate the raiment and
habits of this savage was keen

to Nezer He had fashioned a
headdress and crest of turkey feathers
obtained a hideous mask and having
hidden these in Aunt Comforts barn
waited the right and proper occasion
to exploit them in secret To try their
effect on Hans was too tame besides
Hans would give him away and Nezer
always secretive had grown wary with
age There was no limit to the fun he
planned to have with that bloodcurd
ling mask and headgear but his hero
Scar Pace had always swooped down
upon his victims unawares and Nezer
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ONE OF THEIR O DTIME TRYSTING
PLACES

felt he must He had some time
purloined an old nightshirt with

the intention of playing ghost when
Halloween came He was also an

in the use of stilts and nimble
as a squirrel could stride off on them
faster than a man could run With
these accoutrements and a nature much
akin to the dimenovel hero he wor
shipped it may be easily inferred that
Nezer was a combination quite likely
to excite a quiet village like Greenvale

And Nezer hated David Curtis with
ScarFace ferocity For weeks David
had lived a existence and
worried as to the outcome of Martins
supposed enmity He knew he was
guilty and once dragged before even
the most petty tribunal would have no
defense but must make retribution to
his brothers child and be disgraced as
well So sure did he feel this outcom
was only a matter of time he thought
of forestalling it by going to Aunt Com
fort and offering her a lump sum for
Angles past keep and as much for hei
own signature releasing him from all
obligation He would have much pre
ferred negotiating with Martin but
of that young mans relations with
Angie he was not at all certainV and
although more humiliating it was safer
to deal direct with the injured ones
He was in this quandary when his

persecution began and as that
continued it became boiled
down To lose five cents was misery
but when the sum swelled to many

and depredations were repeated
night after night it became a tormeit
Then his ghostly drad grew apace
With all his vigilanceand aided by
men taking turns watching not once
had they seen or heard aught that

a fleshandblood visitor Ail
he knew was that sometime in the
night some one visited his mills
wrought malicious misQhief and van
ished It was for revenge beyond ques
tion but by whom and for what Was
it some one in the village or was it a
stranger hiding in the woods by day
and stealing onto his premises by
night like an Indian wreaking swift
unerring vengeance

For weeks also David had not known
one moment of peace or one hour of
untroubled sleep Not trusting his men
even he had kept watch himself ready
to sally forth at sound and when
the depradations ceased he still kept
on expecting them For a week this
vigil continued and then night
half asleep and partially clad David
caught the sharp thud of a small stone
thrown against hisL house and bound
ing out heard the low rumble of the
stones in the gristmill across

Mizzy The moon aKeelc past JtsJulU
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I how the mills the trees Ac bridge
across the Mizzy and the falls just

i above seemed ghostly In the spectral
light It was dreadful and those loud

j rumbling millstones more so But re
venge and grew conquered fear and
keeping always in the shadow and
stooping as he walked he started

gristmill The trees gave partial
concealment until the bridge was
reached and here he halted to listen
once again And what a weird

scene it was with the falls white
in the moonlight not ten rods away
their voice half concealing the
bling millstones deeper sounds while
all about the spectral shadows of the
trees reached out to meet him One
moment only he paused and then still
crouching crept forward step by step
down the little incline beyond the
bridge across the mill sluice now filled
with rushing water then turning to
the left up the driveway to the mill
Each step a little slower as he drew
near and a loud thumping of pulse that
beat upon his brain And then again
pausing with a sense of deathly fear
his mouth and eyes wide
very slowly from behind the mill

a horrible something with
white body and hideous leer
ing face above which waved a crest of
feathers

only Dav id stared trans
fixed with horror at the awful appari
tion twice as tall as a man and then
as it strode toward him with giant
steps he sank to the ground uncon
scious

Nezer was avenged

CHAPTER XXI
A SHOCK TO GREENVALE

Aunt Comfort was paring apples
Hannah putting away the breakfast
dishes Angie with sleeves up disclos
ing rounded arms was washing a pan
ful of green pickles Nezer had just
brought in when Aunt Lorey burst
into the kitchen David Curtis was
tooK with a fit last night she gasped
V hes gone ravin crazy Some on

em heered him hollerin like a loon
bout midnight n the next he rushed

the house screamin O Lord Lord
save me They had to tie him hand
and foot n Dr Sol says hes gone clean
daft And having delivered this
astonishing message she sank into a
chair fanning herself with her apron
vJ For the lands sake exclaimed
Aunt Comfort dropping her paring
knife and staring at the caller with
open mouth while Angie turned in
mute astonishment her hands full of
wet pickles No one observed that
Nezer suddenly vanished

And what was the cause on t
continued Aunt Comfort eagerly n
is he likely to die

Nobody to Jknpw responded
Aunt Lorey he was just took that

all n what he wasdoin out o
house that time o night is a mys

try They found the gristmill goin
ah the men say taint the fust time
that somebodys been prowlin round
There nights for weeks back

And this was a fair sample of the
recital that spread like wildfire over
Greenvale that August morn It had
been known that strange happenings
had occurred up at the Curtis place
that some enemy had made nightly
visits there stealing and destroying

evident malice but who and for
what special reason no one knew
Some said it was just compensation
for his many wellknown acts of mean
ness a few ascribed it to supernatural
causes and one or two hinted that
Amzi half demented might have es
caped from some asylum and returned
to thus avenge himself This latter
surmise however seemed so unreason
able that no one believed it

He has brain fever was the
information Dr Sol had imparted

that afternoon when he called at Aunt
Comforts and his mind is

was brought on no doubt by some
sudden fright while out watching for

night visitor He may recover
and he may not His age is against
him
VI spose we oughter go there
try to do somethin Aunt Comfort
asserted to Angie later on Hes been
jlivin like a hyena all these years with
that wench doin the cookin n
twont do to let him die that way Hes

your uncle in spite o his meanness
And in thus rising above all

of injury and personal feeling Aunt
Comfort showed her broad and truly
Christian charity

But Angle was not so ready to re
spond Her own early sorrow the

she had endured the long
continued selfdenials the many times
she had met her uncle well wrapped

a buffalo robe when she had to step
out into the deep and let him
pass the countless times she had
vatched his hypocritical face in

church knowing he had been and was
robbing her of her heritage had sunk
deep into her heart and her first
thought was Let him die alone like
a dog he deserves it
But Aunt Comfort was a beacon light

pf goodness and homely sense to her
and she made no protest and so it
to pass that these two angels of mercy
took themselves to the cheerless honie
of David Curtis for the first time in

years
And Aunt never missed

attending all the funerals occuring in
Greenvale and was said to enjoy them
h also accompanied these two possibly

a in this case
only good nursing that will

save him hsserted Dr Sol that night
to Aunt Comfort but its an outrage
for you and Angie to stay here He
isnt worth It Better let me hire

But Aunt Comfort persisted and all
that long night arid many others
ministered to their patient tossing
groaning and occasionally screaming
in delirium

And what tragic revelations of guilty
conscience and supernatural wxs
tp them for the sick man in his de

cited all the drwd and the 140117
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of Davids sudden and myste
rious illness and its outcome Dr Sol
remark to Martin will best reflect
village verdict and must be quoted-

I never knew of such a complete
case of heaping coals of fire he said
and such an object lesson is forgiy

ing as Aunt Comfort and Angie hart
meted out to that old skinflint But
what caused his Illness is a mystery
quite beyond me By all reports his
premises been haunted by some
malicious sight visitor and David
must have gone out and met him

It was many days ere Aunt
and her assistant nurse could leavo

the sick man and then he had to
persuade Aunt Lorey by means of

liberal compensation to remain and
act as housekeeper for the colored
woman would no more set foot in dat
hanted house than in a den of lions

But the ghost manifestations ceased
for Nezer was too much scared by the
hubbub he had created arid having
hid his ScarFace raiment kept his
secret to himself like a wise boy and
the mystery remained unsolved

CHAPTER XXII
SUNDAY EVENING

In Greenvale as in all rural towns
Sunday evening was sparking night
when lads and lassies put on their very
best the front parlor was given
up to Jane or Huldah their swains
allowed all possible chance to reach
popping point and the old folks kept
shady As a rule all the young folks
gathered separately at the church and
when service was over each rustic
Romeo hurried to the porch to there
await his hearts desire and when the
smiling maids like snowbirds willing

mated appeared faced the mu
sic with beating heart to receive joy
supreme or the mitten Only engaged
couples walked to the sanctuary to
gether and to do was a tacit ad
mission of betrothal

It was this solecism on Martins part
on his first Sunday evening that caused
Angie so much embarrassment He had
not repeated it in fact so uncertain
was he of his ground wIth her that ho
had avoided Sunday evening church at

almost entirely afterwards
By the time the excitement caused

by Davids night scare and almost fatal
illness had subsided Martin had made
some slight advance in Angles favor
She had been left alone a good deal
and he seized his chances She also
seemed to grow more cordial and by
degrees her cool reserve meltei away
When Sunday evening came again
Martin recalling Greenvales social
custom resolved on a bold and

t
calling early invited her to join him
churchward For moment she hes

knowing full well what would
be thought of it and then as an

of pink crept into her face she
consented When the bell began to
call she joined him on the porch
dressed in spotless muslin a solitary
rose her only ornament and as Aunt
Comfort would say looldn sweet
enough to eat And well might Martin
feel proud for no fairer maid ever
blessed a lovers eyes For two months
now though they had met often no
mention had been made of the past
He had essayed it at first but soon saw
it to be unwise and yet maybe that
oldtime illusion like the sound of
bells now calling them had never
ceased to vibrate in their hearts

moved by subtle influences
memory is ofttimes awakened by the
veriest trifle The odor of a certain
flower a strain of music the sighing
of the breeze in the pines even the
croaking of a frog in springtime will
carry us back over a lifetime in an in
stant

Only a few comparatively sep
arated the lives of these two very
short to him but long and weary to
her She had much to forgive but like
many another patient woman who goes
through life silently forgiving an

husband so maybe had she now
forgiven a lovers desertion

And very sweet the church bells
sounded to Martin for now the fairest
and dearest of all earths womankind
was walking beside him in a journey
that was a tacit confession

There were speaking glances
changed between matrons and
in that Sunday evening gathering and
whispered I told you sos while the
whitehaired parson searched for hi
chapter The congregation arose and
sang as usual Angie joining while
Martin covertly watched her feeling
proud And when both bowed with
the rest to receive dismissal and then
walked away in the balmy August
evening it seemed to him he ought to
enclose her in one strong arm lest shr
escapeWhen

the lane that crossed the Miza
was reached Martia halted Lets g
idbwn to the old red bridge he said
and without a word Angie turned with
him

It was a secluded as well as a pretty
spot a group of willows shaded onc
end of the bridge and a pile of worn
out planks below the stream

into a wide pool and beside It
sweet flag It had been ofv

oldtime trusting places oft vis
ited to gather and Watch the
moons reflection in the pool

T6 Be Continued

A Gallant Batterman
When the queen of England daugtt

ter of the king of Denmark ln
princess of Wales attended on
afternoon a food show

At this food show there was a dliv
play of butter that pleased the prin
cess of Wales greatly She praised
butter and to its exhibitor she said

Denmark sends us the best butter
doesnt it

The dealer smiled and shook Jtlo

headNo your royal highness he aa
swered gallantly J e mjxic sends ui
the princesses but Devonshire
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